Mr President,?In cases of tight stricture of the urethra the possibility of passing an instrument depends on the nature and construction of the instrument employed, the skill and experience of the operator, and the condition of the patient. The Once the bougie is fairly in the stricture it should be gently pushed on till the point is well through the stricture (which can be ascertained by the finger in the rectum if necessary), then the wedge is brought into play, the instrument being firmly pushed on, and the stricture dilated enough to let a good-sized bougie or catheter be introduced into the bladder.
I never commence the treatment of a case of retention of urine from stricture with the catheter. I prefer the bougie, (1) because it is safer, the catheter being more liable to convey sepsis to the bladder, (2) because it is easier managed, being probe-pointed, heavier, and more rigid than the catheter. My experience is that by using a bougie first in such cases the employment of a catheter may sometimes be dispensed with : for, as is well known, the dilatation of a stricture removes spasm, and the patient can then make water freely. No. 3.?Syme-Spence-Lister Bougie.
